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General outline

First day (30 March 2020)

09.00 — 10.30: Introductory session (Chair: Lena)
- Brief presentation of the Oslo Coalition.
- Short round of introductions of participants.
- Phenomenology of “blasphemy”.
- Examples of blasphemy laws from different parts of the world.

Coffee break
11.00 — 12.30: Systematic introduction to FORB (Tore & Heiner)

- Typical misunderstandings of FORB.
- The human rights logic underneath FORB.

Lunch break

13.30 — 15.00: FORB and FREEDEX (Thiago & Heiner)
- The “friendly neighborhood” of articles 18 and 19 ICCPR.
- FoRB and FREEDEX as distinct entitlements.
- Dichotomized (mis-)perceptions.

Coffee break

15.30 — 17.00: Student presentations on selected topics
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Second day (31 March 2020)

09.00 — 10.30: Perspective of the UN Human Rights Committee (Heiner & Gentian)
- General Comments 22 and 34 (on articles 18 and 19 of the ICCPR).
- The issue of blasphemy law in the monitoring of state practices.

- Relevant case law.
Coffee break

11.00 — 12.30: Debates in the UN (Heiner)
- OIC resolutions on “combating defamation of religions.
- From combating “defamation” to tackling “incitement to hatred”.
- The “Rabat Plan of Action” on dealing with incitement to hatred.

- Tendencies to slide back to “combating defamation of religions™?
Lunch break

13.30 — 15.00: Group work the case E.S. v. Austria (ECtHR, 25 October 2018)
- One group searching for arguments supporting the complainant (E.S.).
- One group searching for arguments supporting the accused state (Austria).

- Debate in the plenary.
Coffee break

15.30 — 17.00: The European Court of Human Rights (Thiago)
- Short general introduction into the work of the Strasbourg Court.
- Otto-Preminger-Institut v. Austria and similar cases (overview).

- Overall critical assessment.



UiO ¢ Norwegian Centre for Human Rights
University of Oslo

Third day (1 April 2020)

09.00 — 10.30: Comparing UN and regional jurisdiction (Thiago)
- Common assumptions.
- Different assessments.

- How to avoid forum shopping?

11.00 — 12.30: Viable alternatives to blasphemy laws? (Tore & Heiner)
- Making use of the Rabat Plan of Action.
- Good practice examples.
- Introduction of new initiatives (Faith for Rights).

End of professional training/ PhD course.


https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/FreedomReligion/Pages/FaithForRights.aspx
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