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Why legal researche

= [aw does not operate in a vacuum, but
in a complex ‘social setting’ Smoke-Free

Environment

» | aw reflects social attitudes and
behaviours. It also seeks to shape and
conftrol social attitudes and behaviours

= Social values and attitudes (existing and
expected) keep on changing thus the
law has to be dynamic and cope with
the changing social ethos

= | aw also has to regulate new emerging
behaviours following ongoing scientific
and technological developments




Why legal researche (cont'd)

= Thus, legal research is necessary to:
» identify and analyse the law on a given topic or subject
= highlight ambiguities and inbuilt weaknesses of the law

= critically examine legal provisions, principles or doctrines and the
consistency, coherence and stability of the law and its underlying

policy

= undertake social audit of law with a view to highlighting its pre-
legislative ‘forces’ and post-legislative ‘impacts’

= make suggestions for improvements in, and development of, the
law

Source: Khushal Vibhute & Filipos Aynalem, 2009



Legal research styles
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Legal research in sustainabllity law

» | ack of policy/regulation
» |nadequacy between the (policy)
objectives and the law

= | egal barriers

» Framework of research is uniquely

constrained
% Planetary boundaries
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How to do engage with policy as a
legal researchere
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The importance of interdisciplinarity for
policy-oriented legal research

» Understanding the complexity of the world

= Achieving more robust research findings

» Conftributing to changing one’s discipline, but also others

» | aw is not disconnected from the real world




Regulatory ecology

References:

= B. Sjdfiell & M. Taylor
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Shareholder Primacy vs.
Sustainable Corporate
Purpose’

= B, Sjafjell & M. Taylor (2015)
‘Planetary Boundaries and
Company Law: Towards a
Regulatory Ecology of
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Challenges and opportunities

» Conftributing tfo change - and
to the transition to a more

sustainable future T e
P ;: v

= Forward looking — but with a
deep understanding of the here '5

past and present P
-

= |nnovative thinking - freedom
SodmerdeaviietkdierBiska, Unsplash

= Scholarship or activism®



PhD thesis
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SMART Reform Proposals

» 3 reports presented to the European
Commission:

» Securing the Future of European
Business

» Financing the Transition to
Sustainability

» Towards a Sustainable Circular
Economy
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Let's discuss!

@ And be in touch!

= ‘Sustainability Law’ research group:
® jUs.uio.no/sustainabilitylaw (website)
w» Sustainabillity Law (LinkedIn)
w» Sustainabillity Law (YouTube channel)

= FE|léonore Maitre-Ekern:
®» cleonore.maitre-ekern@jus.uio.no (UiO — until March 2024)
®» cleonore.maitre.ekern@niva.no (NIVA)
» Fleonore Maitre-Ekern (LinkedlIn)
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