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http://www.niva.no/


Aim of the 

presentation
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 Why legal research?

 Legal research styles

 Why did I (choose to) engage in policy-

oriented legal research?

 How to do engage with policy as a legal 

researcher?

 Challenges and opportunities

 An example: the SMART reform 

proposals

Source: Vlad Bagacian, Unsplash



Why legal research?

 Law does not operate in a vacuum, but 

in a complex ‘social setting’

 Law reflects social attitudes and 
behaviours. It also seeks to shape and 

control social attitudes and behaviours

 Social values and attitudes (existing and 

expected) keep on changing thus the 

law has to be dynamic and cope with 

the changing social ethos

 Law also has to regulate new emerging 
behaviours following ongoing scientific 
and technological developments
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Sources: Cristian Guerrero / Alicia Steels, Unsplash



Why legal research? (cont’d)

 Thus, legal research is necessary to: 

 identify and analyse the law on a given topic or subject

 highlight ambiguities and inbuilt weaknesses of the law

 critically examine legal provisions, principles or doctrines and the 
consistency, coherence and stability of the law and its underlying 
policy

 undertake social audit of law with a view to highlighting its pre-
legislative ‘forces’ and post-legislative ‘impacts’

 make suggestions for improvements in, and development of, the 
law

Source: Khushal Vibhute & Filipos Aynalem, 2009
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Legal research styles5

Source: Chynoweth, 2008



Legal research in sustainability law

 Lack of policy/regulation

 Inadequacy between the (policy) 

objectives and the law

 Legal barriers

 Framework of research is uniquely 

constrained

❖ Planetary boundaries

❖ Social foundation
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Source: The 2023 update to the Planetary boundaries. Licensed 

under CC BY-NC-ND 3.0. Credit: "Azote for Stockholm Resilience 

Centre, based on analysis in Richardson et al 2023".

Source: Kate Raworth, 2012

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Why did I (choose to) engage in policy-

oriented legal research?
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How to do engage with policy as a 

legal researcher?
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Sources: Fou Dom / Christian Lue, Unsplash



The importance of interdisciplinarity for 

policy-oriented legal research

 Understanding the complexity of the world

 Achieving more robust research findings

 Contributing to changing one’s discipline, but also others

 Law is not disconnected from the real world
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Regulatory ecology

References:

 B. Sjåfjell & M. Taylor 

(2019), ‘Clash of Norms: 

Shareholder Primacy vs. 

Sustainable Corporate 

Purpose’ 

 B. Sjåfjell & M. Taylor (2015) 

‘Planetary Boundaries and 

Company Law: Towards a 

Regulatory Ecology of 

Corporate Sustainability’ 
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Challenges and opportunities

 Contributing to change – and 

to the transition to a more 

sustainable future

 Forward looking – but with a 

deep understanding of the 

past and present

 Innovative thinking - freedom

 Scholarship or activism?
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Source: Daniel Lerman, UnsplashSource Markus Siske, Unsplash



PhD thesis

 Towards a Circular Economy 

for Products: A legal analysis of 

Europe’s policy and regulatory 

framework from an ecological 

perspective (uio.no) (2019)
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https://www.duo.uio.no/handle/10852/79855
https://www.duo.uio.no/handle/10852/79855
https://www.duo.uio.no/handle/10852/79855
https://www.duo.uio.no/handle/10852/79855
https://www.duo.uio.no/handle/10852/79855


SMART Reform Proposals13

 3 reports presented to the European 

Commission:

 Securing the Future of European 

Business

 Financing the Transition to 

Sustainability

 Towards a Sustainable Circular 

Economy

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3595048
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3595048
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3594433
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3594433
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3596076
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3596076


14 Let’s discuss!

And be in touch!

 ‘Sustainability Law’ research group: 

 jus.uio.no/sustainabilitylaw (website)

 Sustainability Law (LinkedIn)

 Sustainability Law (YouTube channel)

 Eléonore Maitre-Ekern: 

 eleonore.maitre-ekern@jus.uio.no (UiO – until March 2024)

 eleonore.maitre.ekern@niva.no (NIVA)

 Eléonore Maitre-Ekern (LinkedIn)

https://www.jus.uio.no/english/research/areas/sustainabilitylaw/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sustainability-law/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwWtMn_yqPe1Ke1wNXXOibA
mailto:eleonore.maitre-ekern@jus.uio.no
mailto:eleonore.maitre.ekern@niva.no
https://www.linkedin.com/in/el%C3%A9onore-maitre-ekern-b3754513/?originalSubdomain=no
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