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Born in Oslo, Norway, l942. Norwegian citizen.

I. Education:


1968: Graduate in law, University of Oslo
1972: Doctor’s degree in Regional Planning and Economics  (Docteur de Spécialité

Aménagement du Territoire et Économie Regionale), University of Paris II. 

Dissertation on French environmental law.

1998: Doctor juris, University of Oslo. Dissertation on responsibility for pollution and the

Polluter Pays Principle in Norwegian Law. 

Professional experience:  

1969-70: Assistant judge, Northern Norway (Senja)
l972-82: Leading positions in the Ministry of the Environment and the Ministry of Finance, i.a.:
· 1973-76: Deputy Director, Department for Pollution Control,  Ministry of the Environment,  
          

· l976-77: Deputy Director, Economic Planning Department, Ministry of Finance,

· 1977-78: Director General, Norway's State Pollution Control Authority, 

· 1978-82: Director General, Department for Urban and Regional Planning, Ministry of the Environment. 

Chair or member of a number of commissions and committees in the field of environmental and spatial planning policy and law.

1982-91: Secretary General of the Norwegian development NGO Redd Barna (Save the Children Norway).

l986-87: State Secretary (Deputy Minister), Ministry for Development Cooperation, and personal advisor to Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland in her work as chair of the World Commission on Environment and Development (the "Brundtland Commission").

l991-98: Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Oslo. 

1998-
Professor of Environmental Law, University of Oslo. 

Responsible for the teaching of students in Environmental Law and International Environmental Law at the faculty. Supervisor of several PhD and master students in environmental law.

1998-2003: Chair, National governmental commission on regional and land use planning legislation, see National commissions report (NOU) 2001:7 and 2003:14. 

II Research Positions (selection):  

1979-83: Chairman of the Norwegian Council for Societal Research.

1988-92: Chairman of the National Committee for Environment and Development Research.

1992-96: Member and Vice-Chairman of the Board of the national Research Council of Norway.
1998-2009: Chairman of the Board, Centre for Development and the Environment, University of Oslo.

2001-2003: Vice-Dean for Research, Faculty of Law, University of Oslo.

2005-   : Leader of Research group in Natural Resources Law, Faculty of Law.
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